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of anybody helping them to walk along the path of life. Both have
to walk together. This means that mutual understanding is the sine
qua non of married life. If that bent of mind is cultivated, there is
no danger of antipathy between them. Broken hearts cannot be
brought together. For people without any fissures and tensions, it
is all milk and honey. The capacity to transform whatever is available
into an object of beauty, and experience the pleasure thereof must
be there in both the parties to the marriage. Otherwise, there cannot
be any progress; life then becomes a vaccum.

The partners have some moral responsibilities towards each
other. No doubt there are some goals of life to be reached together
in a spirit of friendship. We do come across good and bad men
in the world. Goodness is inherent in all individuals. The goodness
of a life partner will be manifest if it is encouraged by the other.
For that, a lot of patience, wisdom and self-sacrifice are needed.
If one desires wholeheartedly the welfare of the other, the other
person also will respond similarly. There must be a spirit of give
and take between the wife and husband, it is best to avoid abusive
language towards the beloved; it is also necessary. The uncivilised
will bend his head in shame before a civilised person. Even if one
wishes to tender advice to the beloved, and even if the advice is
unpleasant to others, the manner of tendering it must be pleasant.
Loving each other and being in love are not the same. Being in
love is a condition of life, whereas loving is an act in life. That
is the very essence of love. Sympathy towards the other should
not remain only as a mental attitude; it must inform the daily life
of both. Love unites the two hearts of the lovers. That sort of real
love is manifest only among the married parties. If there is intellectual
capacity on the part of one to treat the other life partner on a par
with oneself, then the cup of family life will be full with mutual love
and affection. One has to understand the meaning and significance
of the other's actions. Bereft of such an effort, life will becom useless
and insignificant.

To live as good friends should be the aim and object of married
partners. Sometimes sacrifice may be the touchstone of friendship.
In that event, one does not feel that an act of sacrifice is being done.
For an abiding friendship outward expression is unnecessary. It just
expresses itself in action, There is a saying that a friend impels
one to weep and an enemy provokes one to laughter. To tell bitter
truths to the beloved cannot be avoided, A relationship between
two different individuals cannot lead to the elimination of their distinct